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Synopsis

Best known for his revolutionary free-market economics treatise The Wealth of Nations, Adam
Smith was first and foremost a moral philosopher. In his first book, The Theory of Moral Sentiments,
he investigated the flip side of economic self-interest: the interest of the greater good. Smith’s
classic work advances ideas about conscience, moral judgement and virtue that have taken on
renewed importance in business and politics.A A For more than seventy years, Penguin has been
the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking world. With more than

1,700A A titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout
history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust theA A series to provide authoritative texts
enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well

as up-to-dateA A translations by award-winning translators.
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Customer Reviews

"One of the truly outstanding books in the intellectual history of the world...A global manifesto of
profound significance to the interdependent world in which we live. It is indeed a book of amazing

reach and contemporary relevance." -Amartya Sen, from the Introduction

Adam Smith’s Theory of Moral Sentiments (1759) lays the foundation for a general system of
morals, and is a text of central importance in the history of moral and political thought. By means of

the idea of sympathy and the mental construct of an impartial spectator, Smith formulated highly



original theories of conscience, moral judgment and the virtues. This volume offers a new edition of
the text with helpful notes for the student reader, together with a substantial introduction that sets
the work in its philosophical and historical context. --This text refers to an alternate Paperback

edition.

There are two aspects in this review. One is about the book and the other about ’s contribution to
the Revolution in Reading.First of all the book. | am reading Adam Smith’s The Theory of Moral
Sentiments the second time and the second time preparing my MyeBooks notes on it. It will be
interesting to compare those two in my system of no less than the Revolution in Learning. As
professor of economics | have also read Adam Smith’s even more famous book The Wealth of
Nations, even if half a century later than | should have. His easily recognizable very personal way of
writing and suffocating the reader with, least to say, proliferous zunami of detailed text is at the
same time entertaining and really suffocating. But also completely convincing. They say about some
political leaders that they have the Nile or an of thoughts. Adam Smith, too. He would deserve of
being a big political boss. As he in reality also is. The best economic policy is conducted on the
basis of his still valid thoughts on economics, which in turn are based on his Theory of Moral
Sentiments presented in this book. No need, and no competence to go into the mydiad of details
here. Overwhelming.Secondly, some words about my first experience with ’'s new improvements of
Kindle. During the five years | have been using Kindle, it has changed, improved a lot. Many times |
have had the feeling that has taken into account the suggestions | have made in my feedback.
Perhaps, perhaps not needed, because they have been so obvious that anybody could have
requested them and ’s skilled programmers could have worked on their own.Two big improvements
| see first time in this book. | do not know the proper term, but name it the 'surrounded screen’. And
the X-ray property. By introducing the ingenious toggling between full screen and surrounded
screen has brought to the ebook one of the still missing properties of paper book: ’leafing around’.
Making the reading a cosy event. | would say that | alternate big screen and surrounded about half
and half of the time. It is astonishing that the surrounded can really be read without trouble although
it is given with remarkably smaller font. | use the surrounded for speedy reading, seem to grasp the
whole screen with one glance, somehow picking the beef quicly, or use surrounded for speeding
uninteresting spots of text.The X-ray property is an excellent supplement for constant looking up in
Wiki. An improvement to lookups, because there are summaries of several lookups and sorted list of
persons, events etc. But could easily take a couple of further cock steps forwards. Google maps

could be provided in connection to place names. With the fine properties of measuring distance,



showing road and giving prepared information in pictures and summaries.But then there is not but a
cock step, but a big leap to be made by to make Kindle another Revolution of Learning. Not just
looking up words in dictionaries but also saving for future needs and memorizing the word

definitions just as | have made in MyeBooks. [...]JFive stars without any hesitation.

Difficult read but worth it. Bought it for reference to Russ Roberts book that simplifies it. Want to

understand people?This is it.

There is no doubt Adam Smith is one of the greatest minds in history and this book embodies his
insights on human nature. He did a theoretical review of ancient perspectives on moral theories,
followed by his comments on each of the different schools of thoughts. It is always enjoyable to see
how he explains and refutes on the fallacies of those thinkings, and in the process offers refined
versions to the original. Though several examples of his brilliance have been mentioned by other
comments, two uncited instances/traits of this book are probably worth mentioning:1.) His insights
on the system of sympathy. His analysis on sympathy is about as clear and concise as one could
get, and is definitely enlightening to those not well learnt in moral philosophy. Symphathy,
accordingly, is the basis for much of human emotions, and he argued forcefully on how the system
of sympathy works in shaping our bahaviors and emotions, and how sympathy works differently
when perceived situations changed. However, his usage of the word “sympathy’ seems to cover the
domain of both "‘compassion’ and “sympathy’ in normal man’s vocabulary, indirectly suggesting that
both are actually the same sentiment but differed because of different standpoints. Though so, one
of his greatest contributions to moral philosophy is in the construction of this descriptive system of
sympathy.2.) His ability to strip twisted logics into manageable pieces and reconstruct them into
good logic. For example, he explained that the doctrine of Bernard Mandeville, who "by means of
this sophistry that he establishes his favorite conclusion, that private vice is public benefits." It is
obvious from Adam Smith’s point of view that private vice is not equal to public benefit, but because
of the sophistication of the logical deduction involved, the less skillful or diligent minded people will
fall prey to it. A quote from Part VI Section VII "These, described and exaggerated by the lively and
humorous, though coarse and rustic eloquence of Dr Mandeville, have thrown upon his doctrines an
air of truth and probability which is very apt to impose upon the unskillful."Anyway, there’s lots of
wisdom in this book, so read it slowly and only when you could focus your attention on it. There are
some who find this book too long, but frankly it is not. Every sentence makes a point.Lastly, a

favorite quote for your enjoyment:"Though none but the weakest and most worthless of mankind are



much delighted with false glory, yet, by a strange inconsistency, false ignominy is often capable of

mortifying those who appear the most resolute and determined."

This was better because the book arrived but it is not a real book, but somebody essentially copying
text from the Internet *Theory of Moral Sentiments) is no longer under copyright, and then putting
them in a book-like format. There are cuts in the middle of te text (bad cut and paste), clearly
omitted paragraphs or sentences, and the whole thing looks absolutely unprofessional.l think that
you guys should decide whether you are really sellng real book or not, and/or divide them from this
kind of book jokes. out together by people who have no idea what they are doing.So, as you can
see my order this time was not satisfactory at all. One book did not arrive, another was of inferior

quality.Branko Milanovic

too much!

This book pre-dates the economist’s bible of capitalism, The Wealth of Nations and with respect to
othrr reviewers it is not an adjunct to thatbwork ir is the foundation of Smith’s theories on capitalism.
And it is arguably the best attempt to create a secular, humanistic basis for a moral life ever written.
Bottom line: the pinheads and blow dried pundits who spout about capitalism typically have not read
Smith in any form and if they had they would be shocked. Smith, in this work, lays the groundwork
for capitalism in the form of a moral man - the participant in the marketplace is a moral man moved
by the suffering of others and deriving great satisfaction from alleviating that suffering. If you doubt

tjis interpretation you need only read the first THREE pages of this work.
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